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Paramaribo, Historic center Rainforest at Brownsberg Nature park 

 
The Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation (ATBC) and the Anton de Kom 
University of Suriname (AdeKUs) invite you to paramaribo, Suriname, South America, 9-13 June, 
2008 for ATBC Annual Meeting. ATBC’s Annual Meeting is recognized as the most important global 
meeting for Tropical Biologist and conservation professionals and students. 
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Astrocaryum farinosum, Raleighvallen Central Suriname Natural Reserve 

 
About the Association 
The Association for Tropical Biology (ATB) was founded in 1963 to promote research and to foster 
the exchange of ideas among biologists working in tropical environments. Today, most tropical 
biologists recognize that human interactions in the tropics are a critical element of biological 
research. This recognition is reflected in the work of our membership, including efforts to link 
together scientists concerned with issues of science, conservation, development, and public policy 
in the tropics; and, to enhance the understanding of human-environment interactions in the tropics. 
Thus, in 2002, the membership of ATB overwhelmingly voted to expand our mission statement and 
objectives, and revise our name to become the Association for Tropical Biology and 
Conservation (ATBC).  
 
Publications 
The ATB has built its reputation on the publication of a high-quality, widely-cited journal, 
BIOTROPICA,  and on the sponsorship of international symposia on diverse tropical issues. It also 
co-publishes an international newsletter, TROPINET, with news for tropical biologists. 
 
Mission Statement for the Association  
The ATBC is international in scope, membership, and objectives, functioning as an international 
body to promote research, education, conservation, and communication for tropical biology.  
 
Objectives of The Association  
1. To promote an awareness, within as wide a public as possible, of the importance of tropical 

biology and conservation.  
2. To promote research in all aspects of tropical biology and conservation.  
3. To promote education in tropical biology and conservation.  
4. To promote and improve communication and cooperation among investigators, educators, 

environmental managers, and human communities in the tropics.  
5. To inform and influence individuals and institutions whose decisions affect tropical habitats and 

their biota.  
6. To encourage the establishment, improvement, maintenance and accessibility of physical 

facilities, databases, and collections of biological materials for the study of tropical biology and 
conservation.  

7. To encourage the preservation of tropical biological diversity and to safeguard it for posterity, 
for its intrinsic worth and its aesthetic and tangible values to humanity.  

 
http://atbio.org/meetings.html 
 
Contact us to support this annual event 
General Inquiries atbc2008@yahoo.com  
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About the Meeting 

Since the establishment of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation in 1963 (as ATB; 
now ATBC), its annual international meetings have been held in many parts of the world. These 
meetings are the only annual scientific meetings that focus on the biology and conservation of 
tropical ecosystems, especially forests. Recent annual meeting were held in India (2001), Panama 
(2002), Scotland (2003), Florida (2004), Brazil (2005), China (2006) and Mexico (2007). After 
ATBC 2008, ATBC will go to Marburg in Germany (2009), Bali in Indonesia (2010), Arusha in 
Tanzania (2011) and then again in India or Brazil (2012) before celebrating its 50th aniversary at 
San José in Costa Rica (2013). 

Attendees 

ATBC has expanded its number of non-USA members and subscriptions to Biotropica. The updated 
(membership) directory includes 1090 members from 60+ countries. The ATBC promotes 
professional relationships between scientists, via its journal and its annual meetings. Each of these 
meetings attracts a wide range of scientists from outside the region where it is held and results in 
new collaborations between scientists across the Globe. The meetings lead to international 
partnerships amongst and between exponents of Southern and Northern countries. They serve to 
educate local goverments and the public on the need to study and conserve tropical biodiversity. 
However, the reality of past meetings has been that representation of European scientists is often 
weak, and that few scientists from e.g. Guianan and African countries attend. We expect a greater 
attendance from Europe in Suriname, and from the other continents thank to sponsorship by NGOs 
such as Conservtaion International, WWF and Tropenbos International. 

Theme 

Past and Recent History of Tropical Ecosystems:              
Cross-Continental Comparisons and 

Lessons for the Future 

America, Africa, Asia and Australia separated from around 
150-100 million years ago on the break-up of Gondwana. 
On each continent, the flora and fauna followed a largely 
separate evolutionary trajectory. Meanwhile, however, 
trans-continental plant and animal migrations occurred 
between Africa and Australia, then between Africa to 
America, and lately between Asia and Australia. These 
migrations have introduced more shared, modern elements 
in these communities that got separated so long ago. Most 
recently, the great interchange between North and South 
America (ca. 3 Millions Years Before Present) profoundly 
altered the composition of neotropical fauna, and flora. 
Climate change at a continental scale also contributed to 
colonization by novel plants in “terra incognita”, facilitated 
by new as well as old seed dispersers. When we gather in 

Suriname in 2008, we will be able to enjoy the diversity of life of tropical South America, more 
specifically the lowland rainforest flora and fauna of the Guiana Shield, one of the largest ancient 
and stable areas in Amazonia. In our Modern age, i.e. less 10.000 Y BP (since the last Ice Age), the 
spread of humans across the planet resulted in several waves of colonizations of the tropics. 
Suriname, not unlike other territories  in the Americas, has received a diverse set of immigrants. 
The degree of diversity is however very high in Suriname, and highly visible : immigrants for 
Northern Asia first (the Indigenous or Amerindians), those from Europe and Africa second, then 
Indians, Indonesians, and "finally" the Chinese. Suriname has thus become a beautiful mosaic of 
culture as well as nature  ! What better location than Suriname for a meeting celebrating tropical 
diversity ? While the human diversity thrives, the natural diversity is threatened by current human 
activities and climate change. It’s time to consider the future of our natural heritage, and whether 
we can learn enough today for the long-term conservation of this heritage. 
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Venue 
l and Conference Hall, Paramaribo 

ed to take place on 9-13 June 2008 at Torarica Hotel

Torarica Hota
 
The conference is schedul  in Paramaribo 
(Suriname), which is about 45 minutes by car from The Pengel International Airport at Zanderij. 
aramaribo is easily accessible from Europe through Amsterdam; from North America and 

ecommended to book early. 

eetings or cocktail parties. 
udiovisual equipment such as beamers, video recorders 

ference Center, which offers two mai
50 seats, respectively. These large rooms will be subdivi

P
Venezuela through the Carribean (Trinidad and Curacao); from Brazil through Belem and Boa Vista; 
from Guyana and French Guiana by road or by plane. 
 
The ATBC meeting is scheduled before the holiday period in Europe, i.e. before 
international flights and the hotels in Paramaribo become very crowded. It is highly 
r
 
Torarica offers a perfect venue for international conventions, 
congresses, seminars, business m
A
and overhead projectors will be available at any time. A 
sophisticated communication system with two modernly 
equipped translation booths completes the set-up. The fully 
equipped secretariat features computers with e-mail and 
internet facilities, copying and fax machines. The 
professional staff serves beverage and snack at special 
facilities set up for coffee breaks, and can also serve 
complete lunches in the halls. 
 
Plenary talks and symposia will be presented on Monday 9, Tu
June at the Torarica Hotel Con

esday 10, Thursday 12 and Friday 13 
n conference halls of 450 and 

ded to facilitate the symposia into two 5
rooms of 250 seats each, and three rooms of 100 seats each. All are equipped with air conditioning, 
sound technology, video and LCD projectors. In addition, front and back dining room as well as 
corridors offer space for coffee breaks and poster presentation. 
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ATBC2008 Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
Gain exposure for your organization, demonstrate your commitment to tropical biology and 
conservation efforts, and enhance your visibility among influential leaders and decision-makers by 
supporting ATBC2008. 
 

General Meeting Sponsorship 
 
Organizations wishing to provide general support for ATBC2008 help defray the costs of the 
meeting, help to lower the registration fee for participants from developing countries and for 
students, allow the organizers to rise a fund to offer travel grants (see Travel awards) to 
participants from developed countries and for students, and provide support for an outstanding 
scientific program while supporting invited speakers in organized symposia. Meeting sponsors will 
receive acknowledgements on ATBC2008.org We nk to your Web site (see 
herebelow), their logo in the meeting program and on pri  material (see Brochures) 
as part of their sponsorship package. 

 

TAPIR 
> $/€ 20,000 

Organizational logo on banner at plenary 
sessions and registration hall 
Full-page advertisement in meeting program 
Acknowledgement in meeting program and on 
Web site 

  

SPIDER MONKEY 
$/€ 10,000-20,000 
 

Organizational logo on banner at plenary 
sessions and registration hall 
Full-page advertisement in meet
Acknowledgement in meetin
Web site 

 

 
 

ing program 
g program and on 

AGOUTI 
$/€ 5,000-10,000 

Organizational lo enary 
sessions and registration hal
Half-page advertisement i
Acknowledgement in meetin
Web site 

 

  
 

TRUMPETER  
$/€ 1,000-5,000 
 

Quarter-page advertisement i ng 
program 
Acknowledgement in meetin
Web site 

 

 
 

COCK-OF-THE-
ROCK 
$/€  100-1,000 

Acknowledgement in meetin
Web site 

 

 
 

SHORT-TAILED 
LEAF-NOSED BAT 
<  $/€ 100 

Acknowledgement on ATBC2008 Web site  
 

  

go on banner at pl
l 

n meeting program 
g program and on 

n meeti

g program and on 

g program and on 

 
Contact Us : Our development coordinator can help match you with the right sponsorship 
opportunity for your organization’s size and goals. Email us at atbc2008@yahoo.com 

b site with the li
nted promotional



Exhibitor 

 

2000 € per standard commercial Table (lunch included) 

1000 € per Nonprofit/artist Table - High income country (lunch not included) 

500 €  per Nonprofit/artist Table - Low income country (lunch not included). 

 
es

• A drapped table (180

• 1 ID sign ; 

s for 2 pe ns (incl. meeting 

ram

Breaks;  

• Link to your organizational Web site at ATBC2008.org  

ription ng organization in meeting program.

Important dates 
bitors 

te f  50 % cancellation refund and payment due  

50-words company description due to meeting program 

8 June  Exhibit set up and meeting registration opens 

 
Table fee 

Table fee includ  
 x 70 cm) with two chairs ;  

• Registration rsons per table with entry to all scientific sessio

bag, official prog  and nametags); 

• 

• 50-word desc of exhibiti  

 

14 March Exhi

14 April Last da

registration opens 

or

30 April 

13 June Exhibit break down 
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Advertising 
 

 
 

r maximum visibility, you are encouraged to advertise in the Official Meeting Program. 

uld be sent to: atbc2008@yahoo.com

MEETING PROGRAM 
Fo

Advertising document sho  by 14 April 2008. All 

 dpi) and black and white. 

 

 High income 

country 

Low income 

country 

adverts should be high resolution jpg or pdf files (300

 
Size and rate 

 

Full page 16 cm wide x 22 cm high €1,000 
 

€500 
 

Half page 1
 
6 cm wide x 11 cm high €500 €250 

 
ge 

 
€250 €125 

 
Quarter pa 8 cm wide x 11 high 
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Registration  
Exhibitors and Advertisers 
Return to: ATBC2008 by Fax: (33) 160465719 or Email: 
atbc2008@yahoo.com 

 
1. Contact Information (please print clearly) 
First Name 
Last Name 
Organization 
Address 
City                                                                       Zip Code 
Province/State Country 
Telephone Fax 
Email 
URL 
Exhibition Stand 2nd Person’s Full Name 

 
2. Exhibition Table 
Size and Cost Total Cost 
Booth Assignment Preference  
Standard Commercial Table € 2000 
NonProfit/Artist Table - High Income Country € 1000 
NonProfit/Artist Table – Low Income Country _ € 500 
  

 

 
Principle products on display 

_ Publications/Scientific Texts  
_ Cause or Issue Related Activities  

Size  High Income Country  Low income Country Total 
Cost 
 

_ Environmental/Ecological Technology  
_ Ecological Processes   
_ Education      _ Other: ______________________ 

 
3. Advertising 

Full page (16 cm wide x 22 cm high) Number ____ €1,000 Number ____ €500  
 
Half page (16 cm wide x 11 cm high)  Number ____ €500 Number ____ €250  

Quarter page (8 cm wide x 11 high) 
 

Number ____ €250 Number ____ €125 
 

 

 
4. Total 
Total Exhibition Table Cost €  _____ + Total Advertising Cost €  _________ = Total €  __________ 

5. Please provide payment 
 50% deposit is required to reserve a table. Please pay via Paypal of Bank tranfert (contact us at 
bc2008@yahoo.com

 

A
at  for the payment). Once reserved, a confirmation e-mail will be sent with 
your receipt, and information including instructions for adding additional registration options (meals, 
social activities, etc.). 
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Copyright 
 
This document was pre
Website : http://www. CFTOKEN=44956142

pared after the SCB2008 prospectus.  
conbio.org/activities/meetings/2008/?CFID=7565843&   

 
We thank the Society of Conservation Biology www.conbio.org for permission to use the frame of 
their sponsorship prosp ociation 
for Tropical Biology an
 

otos © Pierre-Michel Forget except page 3 , right © Bart de Dijn,  

ATBC logo © Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation www.atbio.org

ectus for the purpose of the organization of the meeting of the Ass
d Conservation  

Ph
 

 

ribo-flag design is an original creation © Association ATBC2008. 

8 logo is © Erin Kuprewicz 

 
The Parama
 
ATBC200
www.bio.miami.edu/kuprewicz/ 
 
Illustrations page 6 are original drawings by François Feer (CNRS, Brunoy, France). 

sorship document © March 2008 - Association ATBC2008, Loi 1901, created 19 January 2008. 

 

 
Spon
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